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EDITORIAL

PFC level drop sign of Decatur’s good stewardship

Decaturon Friday becamea better steward of one of its most valuableresources,the TennesseeRiver.

For more than a decade, Decaturhad been dumpingtoxic perfluorocarbonsinto the TennesseeRiver. The
chemicals, likely carcinogens,also are harmfulto aquaticlife and birds. The PFCs originatedin local industries.

They enteredthe river directly through the Decatur Utilitieswastewatertreatmentplant and indirectlythrough
the Morgan County Regional Landfill, which disposed of its contaminatedleachateat the DU plant.

Becausethe wastewatertreatmentplant has no ability to removethe chemical,
PFCs enteringthe plant enteredthe river.

This is a sad story that no doubt caused significantdamageto the TennesseeRiver.

Happily, the story does not end here.

About two years ago, the magnitudeof the problembecameapparentto local
officialsthrough the interventionof the U.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgency.
Since then, DU has prohibitedindustriesfrom contributingPFCs to the wastewater
treatmentplant. On Friday, the landfill sent its first batch of treatedleachateto the
wastewatertreatmentplant. Initial tests indicatea dramaticdrop in the level of
PFCs.

The actionsof DU and the landfill help preservethe river, both for humansand
animals.
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